140 Mott & Schuster: The Brain after an Electric Shock doe (I), which has received only the bones of her own foetuses. The gland is being given in the ordinary form of tabloids mnade with dried sheep thyroid. We are not using rabbit thyroid, as it is clear from what is known of the action of sheep thyroid in cases of human myxoedema and cretinism that the source of the secretion is immaterial.
The haemorrhage is in the cortex, and is typical of many other haemorrhages in the cerebral cortex; it is probable that these small vascular h8emorrhages ivere similar to the petechial heemorrhages in the pericardium; they were very probably due to the effect of the electric FIG .., ."'.,--,.-,,i.,,.:..,,,-,,.,. ." .., ..";."'.."".."
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.,-,,.,. ,11:,,.,,,. ,.,;. . Cells of cerebral cortex, showing the same diffuse chromatolysis as the cells of the medulla oblongata. They likewise reveal, in the same manner, the intranuclear and intracellular networks. Magnification 810.
would suggest that it was either directly or indirectly the result of the electric shock. It might be said that the changes may be post-mortemn effects, but we have never seen changes like this occur in theTmedulla 145S oblongata from post-mortem effects, even though the examination was not made till three days after death; moreover, the accident occurred in the middle of winter. If, then, we are permitted to exclude the changes due to post-mortem decomposition, how can we explain these chromolytic changes? The question may be asked: Did the electric shock directly affect the nervous tissue in such a way that the cells could no longer assimilate niaterial during the seven hours the man lived, and consequently the neurones used up the basophile substance without any subsequent reparation ? Or was this change due partly or wholly to the effect on the blood and the circulation ? It may be suggested that the electric current not only destroyed the osmotic membranes of a large number of the red corpuscles, thus permitting the hsemoglobin to escape, but at the same time it also destroyed the osmotic membranes of the nerve-cells.
